IMPERIAL  GERMANY
and the return to more of a mercantilist policy of tariffs and
the like that presently followed, was a political expedient, an
expedient for the good of the State rather than of the indus-
trial community. The furtherance of the community's ma-
terial prosperity simply, regardless of the dynastic advantage
of the German State, would doubtless have dictated the prac-
tical abolition of the frontier and of all discrimination be-
tween German and non-German business and industry; just
as the same consideration dictated the abolition of frontiers'
and discriminations of the same kind within the Empire.
The advantage to the German people, simply in the ma-
terial respect, would have been of the same kind as was de-
rived from the removal of similar restrictions within the
country, and the gain should presumably have been as much
greater from such a conceivable abolition of the Imperial
frontier as this frontier was a greater fact than the detail
frontiers which it displaced. But the Imperial frontier, as a
means of obstructing trade, was the chief means of making
the Empire a self-sufficing economic community, and there-
fore a self-balanced whole to be employed in the strategy of
international politics. It is true, the country would have
been better off, simply in point of material prosperity and in
the rate of its economic progress, if no such barrier as the
Imperial frontier had been kept up; but the immediate re-
sult would have been such a specialisation of industry and
such a web of trade relations as would have left the com-
munity dependent for a large and indispensable part of its
current consumption on foreign countries; from which it
would follow that the Empire would be relatively vul-
nerable in case of war, at the same time that the community,